Exring Cirry, Kangas, Feb, 24, 15
Nelitoy Natloneal Triliine ¢
SR “ Forad much ns many have taken Iin hand to sel forth in
order o declaration of those things which are most surely b

Heved amene ue,"™ as the old vt
tpertnining tothing =
geoll BilL " n

rin soldiers of the Mexioan war,
concerning J. A, Bentley and hie Sixty Sm
ian old veternn soldiery it geemed good Lo menlso Lo

write unto Twe Thinese to ralsa my voleo againgt that (nfl
muos Sixty Surgeon Bi, and to write 1o behall of the old veter.
ans who wore in the war with Mexien,

Thirty-three years have rolled off the thread of time, and
many ol my fellow galdiers have gone down to the silent tomb

yet, u few of us are living ander disease and the Infirmities of
old age, And yvel ouy Govermuent (or Congress) bag not granted
us o pongion to wlleviate our indigent condition, But wo nre still
sontending for the righte of the 2oldiers, and we think It i&8 time
that Congresd “ think apon us, (soldlors), that we perish not "™ by
the neglect of the Government's doing what we believe is right in
granting the old Mexioan soldicrs a penslon from thelr dischurge
LO the present time wnd to the end of (hele doys, which will not
be muny. W Congrops puy the pengion ? How our hearts would
“leaw for joy " to hear that the Government will pay her sol-
diers o just recompense for their garvices, And as to that wicked
Sixty Surgeon Bill=oh! what man with the heart of n true pa
triotiec Ameriean could manufuciare gnch an abominable seheme
to gwindle ouy soldiers, Should it pass, then furewell Ipt-ur B0l
diers’ widows and orphans, You stand as good a chance of
gotting & pengion as the devil does of getting back Into heaven.
That Board of Doctors will Knew no miore of your disease thin
John A, Bentloey knows of the duty of an honest and Jast Coin.
migsgloner, The doctors and  liw yers would hiave you go to Ten-
nesseo and hunt up the army enrgeon (dewd or nlive) in the Mex
igan war to prove that yeu were a sonnd man when you went
into the parny. Then from Tenpes ve Lo Texus: then from Pexus
to Arkansgag, and frem Arkansss to where you aré now, to get
testimony that you have been ailllered with the rhoumatism, for
days and woeeks, ever sinee you were digchnrged from the way

exico—all bhecnuse Mr, Bentley onnnot eredit the testimony ol
soldiers, their home surgoons, and nefghbors, who know 1! abor
thelr enzes,

We old veterans despise and stamp In the dust Bontley's Sixty
sSurgeon Blll, And hoping thig will find a place In your excel.
lent puper, I will leave sy Bentley with the “old prophet ot
Bethel ™ il Congressg defeats his pet bill

Yours, traly, DAVID THOMASON

Editor National Tritiune :

Sir: 1 have been reading the artieles from soldiers (n all piarts
of the country in the columus of your paper, aud have thought
much of the many wrongs perpetruted on us by our Cominis.
gioner of Penslons, We went into the army to fight in a just
cause, we thought, but when we removed the ghackles from the
black slave we seemed to put them on our own shoulders, for we
are the slaves now—slaves to our digonses and slaves to John A
Bentley. Our Government has promised relief: It comes very
<sfow, Woarenow sending a grownt deal of money to Irvelund (o
keop the lrish people from gtarving, While we arve letting ouy old
goldiers starve to denth for the want of thelr just dues {rom the
Government. Not only starving, bhat dyving for the want ol saffi.
clent elothing and fael to Keep them warm. Some of them are
so poor that they cannot get postage to write a letter to their
friends, It is & shame to gur Government, when we stood up

through thick and thin and savoed from destruction. Yours,
with respeets, B. F. K.
NeEw Loxpox. Coxx., Feb, i, 1880,
Edltory National ¢l
Sin: Having had the privilege of reading what 1 consider I8 the

PHE NATIONAL TRkt
i your paper, I ghonld

golddier's friend

NE--I{ il I8 not taRKing up
tuo Tnuch gpnee .

liKe to ga) a few worids, |

o wish thnt we had some other man ot the head of the Pensio

fhice for e suvely is not fitted for 1the Place I would wish he
hadd been a1l ront at Gettyshurg, Jaly 4, 1883, Had he been
he wonld now bemore willing to recogiize o soldier's olnlin, 1
write this knowing thit there are muny moen whio have seen hard
gervice, and gathered dizense, Also those who have honoralle
wounds, that Jdeserve a4 pension.  iat they are likely to die be
fore the Commissioner of Pensious, JJ. A, Bentley, relieves them.
1] sarved all through the war, from Jualy, 1s¢! until the end of the

war, and as my regiment was o thirty-two engagcments and
never huving received auy bounties exeepting the one under the
act of July 15, 1 feel that all suldiers slionld be awe ke Inregard
to the equalization of bountics, Hoping that vou will give this
space in your puper, I am respeotfuily yours,
GO, A, BI
Yaite of Co,, H

DDINGTON

l4th Conn, vols.

Rockrord, Kexy Co..

Mion., Feb.

Triune ;

In your January issue 1 observe there are many voices
by the soldiers against the Sixty snrgeon Bill, and while
v, Bentley is raising bis voice, I think he alone advoontes
vel 1t to be my right a= a plain private soldier who done
hiz daty 10 the country in the hour of 1ts peril, to denounce the
injustice and indquity of his Hill. I do not gee how Mr. Bentls ¥y
ean have nny feeiing or svinpatby fora soldier whwn he sustnins
sueh 8 mewsure, I underziand he was not in the war, and this
may secount for his aetion. Now if Mr. Bentloy had periled his
life to do o eertain party o nvor npon prongsEe Lo e .l.'llli‘--\'

prent |
rowarded and the faver had dond, though the party

Editor Natiomal
Sin;
ralsed
John
it. 1

e IERE L

health and suffered hardship, and Me. Bentley had **goue back™
upon this man, what wonld the whoele world say? Why shame!
Now we fought onoe t anve Hhe uniey, atd we Propose now 1o
Hoht legully and at tho poils) tor our righid, Soldwers, rally and
unite all .\-.-1-;|‘.-..|-|=»“_-'! * the presercvation of our richts

Yourstraly, H. W.

HANCOCK, HagirisoxX Co.. Ixn., Jan. v Joort,

Eilitor National Tribine;

Sipt I am o goldier and a pe g I was ontitled to the ur-
reirs of penglon, fwasgeiling eight dolioys manth, vt with
the res! of he old svidiers. 1 1 £ cul down to st dotlars per
wonlh, a ioxs 10 e O ' NS al never lune,
Bentley has no morve nght (o cul dawn pensions than I have.
Next comes hiz S p Surgeon B, and any man who intro-
duces sueh a bill y Lhe Tlouste T vendalives, (o stareve Lhe
poor soldier, oughd (O be court r'f”‘-'l't".:'” b a Jury of twelve old
pensioners. The verdict would Ge death L 8¢e all of these

wrong® mentioved in your nlee little Trisuye, 1t (8 the best paper
in the world, Tam dolog wll ¥ ean to Selilters to tuke yuur
RPLY, Please doall you can (o get Congress o Keep that man
\;t'n:!_'!} from cntting Jdown pensions, and those who have been cut

down cught to have the money out of which they were chieated.
Your true triend, AN OLD SOLDIER.
LAYLOESY gy o L ey N
Jlit Nuativnal Tribune
sin: Every step taken and eéver)

to the rain of the
'he workings
hai

Bentley tends
of the country 3
tantamonnt Lo saving
cluhins admitted as just (for
e pay thedr witnesses in adyvaned): bat
ows, and orphans must be they
un This, ¢of conrse, will vé . greal S4aving Lo the (FeVver:
but 18 it honest—is it honoribis No:a thousand times no
I'he billeut off a larvge portion of the soldiors, widews, nnd or-
shitns of this State, While we in Kentueky admirve President
Inyes's mdministration, we conderun dm withont megsure for
keeping in J, A, Bentley as Commissioner. Now we respectiully
request his removal and that the Il’!-u.-mu-m appolnt n soldiel
who has lost o leg, an arm, or an oye (nthe late war, witha son d
hend and an honest heart and in sympathy with the soldiers,
widews or orpbuans, The preseat Commissioner f# not in sym-
pathy with efther. He proposcs to 1et all know his whon and
whereabouls of holding his nugust body of doctors and lawyers
Now how muany poor seldlers, widows, Or orphans who are not
able to take & new spapir wonld know whon and where to meet
this Bentley court. 1I they did KRunow, they would be constrained
to stay at home, having no money to defray expenses of thom.
gelves nud witnesses, suying : * Wall, my clalm must fall.” Buat
it 5 unjust to be troated so, J. A, Beutley (s the eause. Soldiers,
widow g, and orphans will rise up to testity againsg so unjust an
officer. You can dispose of this arcicie us you think best
Yours respuectiully, Saran BB, A, Jewsry,

;‘!"l-l"_l'ii ] Yy Johin A
interestsof the ooy ex soldlvre
o 1S dixty-Sargeon Bl will be

wlha are rich ean have their
they have the means te travel, aol
the wid
vl

i
[O0r soldalers,

1t out,ast HAVE DO menns to Ly

Yinaixta, Cass Couvxry, lLuinois, February
Editor Nutional Tribune .

Sin: A sumple copy of your worthy paper came to hand o day
or two ginoe, and it Is o very weloomwe visitor indeed, It hus
muany excellent communications from soldiers in diferent parts
of the Union, fn which 1 have been mueh interested. Surely it
oughit to be in the hands of every old soldier, and, in fact, ull
loyal eitizons, and would do the disloyal good If they wounld red
it and give heed to its teaching, for it really appears that there

%, 1889,

I

THE NATIONAL TRIBUNE.

(B ITAE T whoy onae loudls [ro
now would Indiente that thoy
Eoldiors, bt one to Unele
nobly and galluotly defended In
Lion, -y‘-m: Ml O T

fesred Lo e onr Iriends, whe
e not omy traltors to
Samael, whose life hins
the past, suvod from assiseina
more thun » liwoteand boattle-fleld=s while con
tinding with n foo Just aa flerce and just asdetermined Lo strike
him Jdown And he s golld, glorions and lnvincihle m his gtat \y
stepping® g he glances over the tented flelds, Bat be It known
to you that the soldiers have rights and Interesia that Unele Bam
will not ignore If his honest plese, ways, and meaos are not de.
leated by professod friends, Many of the living, though diseased
and wounded, soldiors may vetr be Killed in the House of thelr
friends, What meancth this Sixty-Sargeon Bill, these seero!
uureliable detectives, and the large number of pets and blood
suckers, who nover knew anything of prizon life or the p:iva-
tions incldent 1o the Hieof o soldler? Why this delay in the
honest settiement of ior pension ?  Mr, J. A, Bentley

LIk
thie

Imies hoean fn

clulma

must know that great injustice (2 being done to every honest
clalmant. T wondoer who will be first to rise and explain. Your
correspondent knows of a number ol disabled soldiers who.e

stiny here will be

brief, owing to the loss of their greatest treas
uré~henlth, Yot

<t their elalms hang fire, often after the most
substantinl and relinble proofs have been furnished to those in
puthority. It is true that some wore injured, and permanently,
too, early in the morning of their enlistment, and thus were pre.
vented from following up their desires and intentions duaring
theiy three years of intended serviee, but it was not their fault:
and there s no good resson why they ghould not receive ns care
ful and prompt attention a8 those more fortunate, There are
nien in thig conntry who sutfer more from injuries recelved and
disesees contraciad in the beginniug ol the war than if they had
been severely wounded, necessitatiog amputation, The other
iy 1 heard nsoldler with one leg off (lost at Shiloh) say (0 an-
other soldier, who was adllicted by disease, that he was enjoying
splendid heplth, nnd wonld rather have lost the other leg than
to be as his Iriend is8, though he waz able to move abhout from
plitce to place, having both legs and both arms, It is to he hoped
that there will be o reform In the pension department saon, and
that it will be 80 that men ean tlmll out wlu—lllael' they ars 1o g
something or nothing-so that they will not be required to lie
on the conling board before thelr elaims are allowed or rejected,
It 12 to be hoped that Qongress will take the kinksg out of some
ol the h!lhl'l‘\hlili“?ﬁ of Uncle Sumucl, and that the fine old pro.
prictor will be himszelf agnin—bumble and kind as in days of
vore, I our distinguished forefathers of the Revolution and
ater wars, who have long sinee gune to their reward, conld rise
from the dead and behold the dishonesty and fruud in high
places they would draw back (n horror and disgust at the sceny :
if they could buat know it now they wonld turn over in their
coffins, What wouald Jackson say if he could speak to Mr, Bent.
ley and others? What wonld Hawmliton suy 7 What would Jettor.
son #uy ? What wonld Henrvy Clay gay ? Daniel Webster, Tom
Benton, and hundreds of others? Last- and greatest, in m»
opinlon—what would be the lJanguage of the mariyvred Linecolp™
L.et us hope for bettor things (o the fature, and that Mr. Bentloy
will change the entire machlnory. Fo 8 B LT
A Union Saldler.,
< e -

Who are and Who are not Entitled to Bounty
Under Existing Laws.

As we are constantly in receipt of inquiries concerning
Bounties, we publish the subjoined remarks for the infor-
mation of our readers, who are advised to paste the same
in their scrap-books, for ready reference, provided they
do not keep a regular file of the paper :

It should be undeystoad that the following remarks apply
VOLUNTEERS !

princypdall o

. T'hose who entered the REg-
ULAR ARMY

fooling as

T P it v 35539
iwcere pliced on o someiclial '--'-'r.itl"l' nt 7

to bounly, Any inquiries from Regulars will be answered
in Correspondents’ Column,

Crass 1. Those who enlisted in the Army for THREE
years between May 4, 1861, and July 22, 1861, and who
were actuslly mustered into the United States service
prior to August 6, 1861, and who were discharzed on ac-
count ol disease contracted in the line of duty, and mu-
sicians enlisted and mustered as above and discharged by
reagon of discontinuance of bands, before a service of two
years, are entitled to $£100 bounty, provided they have not

received the same.  (See Aot April 22, 1872))
ResManks: 'This class ave not entitled to the aApDI-

TIONAL bouuty provided by the act of Congress approved
July 28, 18064,

Heirs are not entitled to this Bounty, nor are soldiers
who were discharged on account of « disability which ex-
the tome of enlistmendt, s
Crass 2. Those who enlisted in the Army for either two
or three years between April 12, 1861, and October 24,
1863, in oLD regiments (those which bad already left the
State) and those who enlisted for a term of two or three
years between April 12, 1861, and December 24, 1863, in
NEW regiments (those which had not left the State
those wheo enlisted between April 1, 1864, and July
18G4, became entitled to $100 bounty, provided they
served two full years as ENLISTED MEN or were discharged
by of WOUNDS, OR INJURIES IN THE NATURE OF
WOUNDs, incurred while n the {ine of duty, or on account
of Governmeut no longer rvequiring their services or by
reason of expiration of term of enlistment, ;

ReEMangs @ Men of this class discharged before full two
years service to accept commissions, forfeit the bounty ;
als¢ those who were discharged by rveason of a disability
which existed at time of enlistment, or by
nority, by way of tavor, or dishonorably,

Heirs of soldiers of this class who die
are entitled to this bounty, provided
ceived the same,

This class, and this class only, are entitled to the addi-
tional bounty, act of July 28, 1566; but a discharge to ag-
cept a commission, is a bar to the payment of the addi-
tional bounty.

Crass 3. Those who enlisted afier July , Were
promised a bounty of §100 for one (1) year, $200 for two
(2) years, and $300 for three (3) years.
due and payable as follows : Oue third at the muster-in ;
one third at the first regular pay-day after serving one-
half the term of enlistment, and the remaining one-third
at the expiration of term ol enlistment,

ReEmanks : A soldier who did not serve one-kalf of Aix
term of enlistment did not become entitled to the second
installment of this bounty, and the third installment did

iz full term or was

S ud il e
¢aied i

and

115,

'eilsoll

reason of mi-
in the service
they have not re-

18, 1864

This bounty was

not become due unless he served out /A
diseharged on account of a wound or an injury in the na-
ture of @ wound. 1 discharged by reason of & DISEASE
the unscerued installments were forfeited. This class are
not entitled to the additional bounty provided by the act
of July 28 1HG6

Promotion to the grade of commissioned officers cut
off the unacerned nstallments of this bounty,

Crass 4. Those who enlisted for a period of three (3)
years between October 24, 1863, and April 1, 1864, in oLD
regiments, (those ulready in the tield), and those who en-
listed in NEW regiments those which had not left for the
field), betwern December 24, 1863, and April 1, 1804, be-
came entitled to bounty as follows : $60 advance at time
of muster-in ; $40 when two (2) months had been served ;
$40 after six (6) months’ service ; 40 after twelve (12)
months' servige ; $40 after eighteen (18) months ; £40
after twenty-four (24) months' service and $40 at the
;xmratiuu of term of enlistment—making a bounty of

300,

ReMArKs @ Helrs of soldiers of this class who die in the

come entitled to the full $200 bounty.

19

service are entitled to the installments remainmg unpaid
at the date of the soldier's death.

This elass are not entitled to the additional hounty act
of July 28, 1866,

Promotion to the grade of commissioned officer cuts off
the unacerued installments,

Those of this class discharged by reasou of disease are
not entitled to the unaccrued installments ; but if dis-
charged on account of a wound or injury inthe nature of
a wound, or by reason of services being no longer required ,
or on account of expiration of term of eniistment, they be-
Those discharged
on aecount of a disibility which existed at time of enlist-
ment, or by way of favor, or by reason of minority, or
dishonorably, have no title to the bounty.

Cr.ass 5. Those who after having rendered full nine (9)
months contimuous service in the army, after April 12,
1461, received an honorable discharge, and afterwards re-
enlisted in another arganization for three years, between
January 1, 1863, and April i, 1864, (enlistments in the
Veteran Reserve Corps excepted,) are, if not already
mustered as veteran volunteers, entitled to be placed on
the rolls of the regiment in which they enlisted the second
time as VETERAN VOLUNTEERS, Such change of record
would entitie them to a further bounty of §100 or $200,
or 1 ss, according to the date of their second enlistment
and the period of actual service.

Heirs of this class can effect a veteran muster and re-
cover the further bounty.

This class are not entitled to the additional bounty—
act of July 28, 1866,

Crass 6, Drafted men, and substitutes for men who
had actually been drafted, who entered the service for a
term of THREE YREARS between March 3, 1863, and Septem-
ber 5, 1864, hecame entitled to $100 bounty, provided they
served two full yeurs as enlisted men, or were discharged
on account of wound or injury, or by reason of close of
war or expiration of term of service,

This class have no title to the additional bounty, act of
July 28, 1866.

Crass 7, Those embraced in Crass 2, became entitled
to £50 or $100 ApprrioNan bounty, (Act of July 28, 1866,)
according to whether term of enlistment was for two or
thres years, and the length of service, PROVIDED they have
not received, nor are entitled to receive a greater bounty
than £100 for all service. The receipt of United States
bounty in excess of $100 excludes from the benefits of the
AppitioNAn Bounrty Act orF JuLy 28, 1866.

Those who enlisted as in “Class 2,"7 and who were
transferred to the Navy or Marine Corps, are not entit led
to the additional bounty, notwithstanding the fact that
they are entitled to the original bounty.

A soldier who accepted a commission forfeited this
bounty.

tleirs of soldiers of this class who died in the service
are eutitled to this bounty.

GENERAL REMARKS. An uncancelled charge of deser-
tion on the muster-rolls is a bar to the payment of any
bounty. The charge must be removed, or modified to
“absence without leave,”’ before bounty can be collected.

DISHONORABLE DISCHARGE carries with it forfeiture of
bounty, as well as pay and other allowance.

Those who enlisted for ONE HUNDRED DAYS, or for
THREE, SIX, OF NINE MONTHS, are not entitled to bounty
for such enlistments, nor are those who enlisted for ON®
YEAR PRIOR to JULy 18, 1804,

Those who were drafted for one year, and their substi-
tutes, are not entitled to bouunty.

No bounty has been provided for those who enlisted
into the Navy or Marine Corps prior to July 18, 1864,
Eunlistment after that date brings them in Crass 3.

Confederate prisoners of war who enlisted into the Fed-
eral service in either of the six regiments of ** United
States Volunteers,”” are not entitled to any bounty, but
deserters and prisoners from the Coufederate Army who
enlisted into any Federal State organization are entitled.

Any person can, by a careful perusal of the forgoing
remarks (unless there is some peculiarity connected with
his case) determine whether he is entitled to any further
bounty.

The Equalization Bounty Bill now before Congress pur-
poses to grant to late enlisted men eight and one-third dol-
lars bounty a month for each month of service, deducting
all Umted States bounty heretofore paid. Eight and one-
third dellars bounty a month is equal to $100 bounty a year,
Any of our readers who desive to learn the amount of bounty
to which they will be entitled should the Equalization
Bill become a law, should multiply the number of months
of actual service by eight and one-third dollars, and from
the product substract the amount of bounty already re-
ceived trom the Uuited States . The remainder (if any)
will show the amonnt they will be entitled to receive if
the bill becomss a law.

We trust that this bill will pass in such a shape as to
grant to those who were discharged on sccount of disabil-
ity incurred in the service, or. by reason of the Govern-
meut no longer requicing their services, the same amount
of bounty as though they had served their full term.
Since the Equalization of Bounty Bill as introduced may
be very materially amended before it is enacted into a law,
1t is idle to speculate as to what classes will be embraced
in its beuelits.

N. B. Our readers will observe that the foregoing ar-
tiole appears in this number in a somewhat modilied form.
In spite of every care and precaution on our part, typo-
graphical crrors have crept into previous uumbers and,
in a very few instances, persons have not found their
cuses exactly covered. The foregoing article should be
substituted for the article in our previous issues.

ADVERTISEMENTS.

K. G. TroMpesox, formerly chaplain s4th O. V. V. L, now of
Kingsville, Johnston County, Missour!, desives present address
of STEPHEN 1. Yousa, M. D, late surgeon 79th 111, Inf Vol

Jas. T. Moong, Street Rouwd, Kesex County, New York, wishes
Lo learn the present address of Head Surgeon O'CoNNERs and
Asgigtant Ssurgeon Hazepnxgurun,

W, M. Rusoo, of Eaton h‘.u]m!s. Miochigan, deslves lhupreaont.
address of E. P, Davisox or Tnoxas Tate, formerly of Co. I, 3d
Mich. Inf.

WiLtriax Dicgey Wicson, of Upper Alton, Madison Qo.. I,
( Box 73,) wishes present P. O, addreéss of Capt, Wirtiam 1), WiL-
son. 1st Lisut. Jouy A, M. Cox, Orderly Serg. Jas, 0'ConNOR, or
woy private of Co. I, Marine Reg. U, 8, Vol. war of 136).

Jonx J. WHiTE, Oswego, N. Y., desires present nddress of
Tivoruy Tvess, late Capt, 118th N, Y. Colored Troops, Decem-
her, 1865,
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